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For many Catholics, the high point in their faith life was receiving 

First Communion or Confirmation as a child. These sacraments felt so 
special at the time. They got dressed up, had their picture taken, 
received the sacraments in front of families and friends, and may have 
had a party afterwards. While these sacraments usually bring back good 
memories, that is about the extent of their effects. In general, for many 
Catholics, the rest of their faith lives are a steady decline, except maybe 
for getting married in the Church. This is unfortunate. 

 
To be a Catholic is a lifelong journey that keeps getting better and 

better and better. Because of this, the sacraments we received as 
children are just starting points. Whenever we choose to move deeper 
into our relationship with God, we will discover, in the words of Karl 
Rahner, God as “the holy immensity in whom the heart can safely 
follow its yearning for the limitless, can wander aimlessly without going 
astray.” (Encounters with Silence, 13) In other words, we will find the 
inexhaustible source and meaning of life. There is always more to 
discover in God. The mystics in particular understood this. They 
appreciated the sacraments, commandments, and church structures, 
but moved so much deeper into the love of God. Their experience of 
God kept getting better and better and better. Our readings and recent 
feasts suggest same. 

 
Last weekend, for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord we 

focused on water. Water was created good by God in the creation 



story. In baptism, God takes the natural goodness of water and makes 
it better. God makes it into the sacramental water of rebirth and 
renewal in the Holy Spirit. 

 
This weekend, our Gospel passage mentions water again. “Now 

there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, 
each holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, ‘Fill the jars with 
water.’ So they filled them to the brim.” As we know from the story, 
Jesus proceeded to change all this water into something better, wine. I 
don’t think anyone would dispute that! The wine allowed the wedding 
reception to continue. Finally, notice in our Gospel story that not only 
did Jesus turn the water into wine, but he turned it into a better kind of 
wine than was previously served. As the headwaiter testified to groom 
after tasting the wine, “Everyone serves good wine first, and then 
when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept 
the good wine until now.” 
 

As the symbolism of water into wine shows, a relationship with God 
keeps getting better and better and better. God keeps taking what is good 
and makes it better.  

 
Is my relationship with God getting better as I progress through 

life? Have I stopped growing in my relationship with God and the 
church? Do I realize that God delights in me, welcomes me into a 
deeper relationship, and rejoices in me like a bridegroom his bride? 

 
As we continue with this mass and consider baptism and the 

wedding feast at Cana, let us await the greatest change of all, where the 
wine presented at this mass will soon be changed into something so 
much better, the blood of Christ. 


